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Noble House Gets Facelift
Work progressesmnde qnd out

Ever since she was nine years old, Laurie Hudson
Feightner has wanted to own a large old home like the one
her aunt once owned in Arkansas. But when that home
passed out of the family's ownership, Laurie knew she'd
have to find one of her own someday. Two and a half years
ago shedid.

Despite her realtor not even wanting to show her
the home, Laurie - at that time a single school teachermom
with three kids - insisted on seeingit. Not only that, but she
ended up buying it, even after looking at dozens of other
homes. Today she calls owning the Noble House at 1230
N. Waco a “phenomenal” opportunity and experience.

The large wraparound porch and Victorian
architecture are what initially attracted Laurie to the home.
According to Wichita's Historic Preservation Office, the
home was built in 1890 by George B. Chapman, a local
merchant and partner in the Chapman & Walker Dry
Goods store. It was subsequently purchased in 1897 by
sisters Jane and Isobel Noble who became prominent
Wichitans, known for their many civic, educational, and
social contributions to the city. The “Discover Historic
Wichita” booklet, published by the Historic Preservation
Office, says the two-and-one-half-story residence with
hipped roof is anexample of QueenAnne architecture. The
compact mass of the structure is distinguished by a

Photos: (left)The 1890 Noble House is located at 1230 N. Waco.
(below) Laurie and David Feightner enjoy spending time on the wrap-
around front porch.

hexagonal corner tower and wrap-around porch. Tumed
porch supports and decorative fretwork complement the
open stonework ofthe foundation.

Laurie says the complete rebuilding of the
wraparound porch was among the first of many major
renovation projects that have ensued since she moved in.
The porch ended up requiring not only new decking, but
new concrete foundation footings as well. The original
porch posts were cleaned up and reused.

Shortly after a fall season move-in, the furnace
went out, not a small problem in a 2,900 square-foot, four
bedroom house. After that system was replaced, a new
water line to the house had to be putin, which required the
removal of a big tree from the front yard. Finally, a complete
new paint job was in order. That was completed only after
the first painter had to be let go in the middle of the job and
a new painter hired. The second one did the work all
himself and did a great job, Laurie says.

Other work Laurie and her new husband, David
Feightner, have completed include new storm windows, a
re-do of the kitchen and the downstairs bathroom, and
building adeck onthe back ofthe house. Halfofthe interior
staircase has been refinished, which has required tedious
removal of eight layers of varnish, stain, and paint. The
house retains its original stained glass over the dramatic
staircase. The cupola at the top of the turret was
replaced after being hit by lightening and catching fire
sevenoreightyears ago. (cont.on page 2)
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Photo: Refinishing the staircase required removal of eight layers of
varnish, paint, and stain.

Continued from page 1.

The house was listed on the local register of
historic places when Laurie purchased it. Since then she
has worked with the local preservation office to add the
house to the state and national registers. The staff of the
local preservation office has been “wonderful to work with
and very helpful,” Laurie says. They helped her
successfully apply for tax credits and other financial
incentives to help complete the work on her historic home.

Current projects underway include lowering the
center of the house about 2-inches to fix an “over-
comrection” of jacking up the house by a previous owner,
and the renovation of the second upstairs bathroom. Once
that's done, work will begin on re-doing the upstairs master
bath.

Plans for this spring and summer include
removing the top six inches of topsoil in the front yard to
reduce the recently discovered lethal lead levels, plus
installation of new sod and a river-rock driveway. Be sure to
keep an eye for these upcoming improvements as they
unfold overthe next few months!

Thanks to Laurie and David Feightner for their
willingness to be featured in this issue of The Midfowner
newsletter. If you or someone you know would be willing to
be featured in a future issue, please contact editor Janet

Miller, at 264-2988 or janmiller2@cox.net.

Park Elementary Offers
Tests and Toars

The students and staff at Park Elementary have
been working tirelessly in preparation for the Kansas State
Assessments. Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade will be
taking the Kansas State Math Assessment in April.
Recently, during the March administration of the Kansas
State Reading Assessment, Park Elementary had a 100%
participation rate!

As is well known throughout the community, the
Wichita Public Schools Board of Education approved a
bond issue plan. That bond issue plan will go before district
voters on Tuesday, May 6. Park Elementary School is
slated to receive improvements, should the bond issue
pass.

Among the improvements suggested, Park would
receive a new addition that will include three new
classrooms and restrooms to create more instructional
space for student learning. Our mission at Park
Elementary is “Excellence for Everyone.”

We would like to invite members of the Midtown
community to visit our school - wonderful things are going
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Don't forget to exercise your right to vote on May 6!

MIDTOWNER CLASSIFIEDS - Residential Ads Only

Quality-built, sturdy wood shed for
sale. 8x8x8 feet with a 40 inch door
for easy access. The $679 price
includes moving it to your Midtown
property, if easily accessible. If you
move it, the price is $579.

Call Sieg Snyder at 267-8968.

$10 per Issue
Call 267-8950

Vemont Castings
Intrepid.

| Stay warm and cozy

| this \{nnterwnhawood

>~ buming, double glass

door stove. Painted flat

forest green. Excellent
condition. $500/0BO.

| U-haul. 263-8054.




























